Students’ Association 
& Film and Television Institute of India, 
Law College Road, 
Pune: 411004 
Date - 14/6/2015 


To, 

Sri. Arun Jaitleyji, 

Hon. Minister of Information and Broadcasting, 
Govt. of India 


Subject: Request for intervention regarding FTII and its vision concerning Center of 
Excellence. (Advance Copy) 


Sir, 


Your announcement as the Finance minister declaring Film & Television Institute of 
India as an ‘Institute of National Importance’ was seen as a culmination of a long 
drawn struggle by generations of film students, makers, thinkers, academicians, 
multi disciplinary artists who worked towards getting FTII its overdue recognition. 
The announcement finally seemed to have freed the premiere film school in Asia, the 
ignominy of having to prove its existential worth to successive governments bent on 
curbing /undermining its autonomy. Across the board, a sense of excitement 
prevailed. 


There was a promise of granting real autonomy to the Institute to define for itself a 
plural & inclusive vision, and to back that vision with required resources - both 
human and infrastructural- so that FTII continues to be a space, which encourages 
students to learn, experiment, question & re define the contemporary cinematic 
practices across the globe. There was a promise of transparency & continuum of the 
various constitutional bodies like the syllabus review committee, the academic 
council, the governing council- the lack of which had been one of the root causes of 
earlier inefficiency and wastage. 


The first step in that direction would have been to constitute the FTII Society ina 
transparent manner and choose a President of highest artistic attitude, one whose 
values are in sync with the vision and ethos of the Institute to guide/mentor/steer 
the institution through a testing but equally exciting phase of transition .The 
appointment of competent academic council & syllabus review committee would 
follow to complete the process. 


The inordinate delay and lack of communication regarding the appointment & 
composition of the governing council had already caused a great deal of anxiety 
amongst the various groups vis-a vis the future. Instead of allaying these fears, 


bypassing all academic and Institute requirements, the ministry has reconstituted 
the FTII Society headed by Mr Gajendra Chauhan who lacks academic, 
administrative and artistic credentials in the field of Art and Film education. The 
presence of a few others (Shailesh Gupta, Anagha Ghaisas, Rahul Solapurkar and Dr 
Narendra Pathak) has further compromised the dignity of a platform like the FTII 
Society and has brought the whole process of appointment into question. 


Ata time, where we are at the cusp of sorting out some long term systemic 
problems, we feel that such decisions pose a great risk in stalling an entire process, 
which after years of work put in by various committees could guide us into the next 
phase of film education in the country. 


FTII is a premier institute respected throughout the world for producing 
internationally reputed Film makers, Film Academicians and Independent 

Artists. FTII is also a full member of CILECT( CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE LIAISON 
DES ECOLES DE CINEMA ET DE TELEVISION) or International Association of Film 
and Television schools http://www.cilect.org/. We the students of FTII believe that 
such an appointment will undermine our position as a premiere institute in the 
world, dilute the relevance of the post and also set a wrong precedence for the 
future. We must never forget that FTII is a cultural hub that provides film education 
to students of different socioeconomic backgrounds from different parts of the 
country. 


FTII undergoes a transition with every change in government which adversely 
affects not only the working of the Institute but at times inadvertently affects the 
core values and vision of the Institute. These challenges have emerged which have 
let FTII students to question and protest under the various Governments. 
Fortunately on all these occasions together the Government and Institute have been 
able to come together and surmount the challenge. This letter is being written in 
this spirit only. 


FTII Society and the Governicng Council are entrusted with the task to provide the 
vision of the Institute which in turn also sets benchmarks in the field of cinematic 
arts in the country. Our concern in the present case is precisely because of this 
possible dilution about the quality and nature of vision. This concern is a part of the 
larger academic and administrative concerns of the Institution. In spite of all the 
efforts of FTII, none of these issues could be addressed for reasons beyond our 
understanding and control. We don’t have access to the best teachers because 
teachers are not paid well in FTII. They are not paid well as FTII degrees have no 
equivalence to a Masters program. This results in us neither getting a University 
status nor an Institute of National Importance. Various ministers in different forums 
have made these announcements including the Parliament. In anticipation of that no 
long term decision can be taken. 


Recent statements by the proposed chairman on the nature of functioning of FTII 
have cast a doubt on the credibility and understanding of FTII’s legacy doesn’t begin 
or end with Mr. Raju Hirani whom we all respect. National Film Awards represent 
the highest artistic merit awarded every year to Film makers. FTII students bagged 
19 awards out of the 60 awards at stake. This has been the story across many 
decades. FTII continues to have its golden run. We need the vision the Institute to 
drive us in this direction. Statements by other members of the Governing Council as 
published today in Indian Express that they would teach the idea of nationalism to 
FTII students cuts through the idea of cultural pluralism, tolerance and artistic 
freedom. 


It is extremely important to look at our strike against the proposed society in a 
historical context so as to get a holistic perspective about our position on the issue 
which has been supported by various members of the film fraternity and various 
other student & cultural groups across the country. Our concern is that, the issue is 
more complicated, layered and nuanced than the over simplistic news debates 
would have us believe. The resentment to the proposed President and other 
members of the society is solely on the ground that these do not suit the profile of 
the Institute. There is no question of personal vendetta against any individual. 


This matter pertains to the Ministry and cannot be resolved by the FTII 
administration. 


We appeal to you to urgently intervene in the matter and resolve this stalemate. The 
students are the ones who are at loss as part of the strike. But under these 
circumstances we have had to save the dignity and credibility of the Institute. We 
have resolved such issues in the past and we hope to resolve this too. 


We request your personal intervention to solve the impasse that this announcement 


has caused and set into motion a transparent process to ensure for the smooth 
functioning of the institute. 


Waiting for an early response. 


Harishankar Nachimuthu 
President 
Students’ Association, FTII 


Copy: Director,FTII with the request to forward it to the Ministry 


